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Extensive, put discrect, enquiries were mide by 
DeSe Beloshenko and the undersigned with a view to ascertain 
hale oad of the gang of the Russian kidnappers and 
_ the grounds as to why Mere Te_Sopher was picked out as a 
_ prospective victine . 2 
1 no definite conclusion could be goine? from the 
osisonaen statements, disorect enquiries were carried out 
vy the Detectives on the case among the people of various 
- walk in life. : : 
It would appesr that either Kwantseladse organised 
the gang and whilst looking for a suitable victin, met an ; 
_ informant in the person of Romanoff, or, Romanoff for sone 
or other reason desired Ur. Sopher to be kidnapped and 
engaged for that purpose Kwantseladze, but, in any case, 
Romanoff appear to be the central figure in the conspiracy. 
His career shows him not to be a daring -organiger 
:of kidnapping bands, but a common ewindler and card-sharper. 
There was no direct evidence that there were any . 
persons behing him, vut such a notion might be admissabie. 
Therefore thorough enquiries were. made regarding the . 
persons: with ‘whom he was in contact during the period ef * 
vhree or four months previous to bie arvest and ‘whether or 
not anong then there were any {ll-wishers to ir. Sopher. 
Pe =e The ‘following 1s the result ef the enquiries, which 
1s forwarded for what 4t is worth. 
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It was leermed thst Romanoff on erriving at Shanghai 
in December 1930, Joined the staff of the Polish Club, 100, 
Route des Soeurs as the Card Room Haneger, and ebout April 
1931 he obtained the similar position with the Rectors Club, 
situeted in Route Doumer, which was run by a certain -r. 
HeE. Booker. Whilst with the Rectors Club, Rowanoff was 
constcntly seen in company of lire Booker, goin: to cabarets 
togeth3r and often visiting Booker at his home. 
Regarcdins Booker, it wads said, that he hd reasons to 
ad feel anihiveity towards Sophers. 
It appears that gome time age Sophers wore offered by” 
_ him to take a share in the promotion of tho re-established 
“Luna Park" and they agreed, but at the last moment with= 
drew, thereby causing to Booker muoh anneyanae insearching 
for other sia and so retarding the cnterprise. : 
Then in po Booker again: offered to Sophers to invest 
SS $100,000.00 for opening » fashionable night club, in 
company with the former owner of the “Plnge Hotel", generally 
known as "Big Ben". . After lengthly negotiations Sophers 
refrained from taking part in this enterprise, fesring same 


to grow into a “wheel-house". Xt ware said, that in some 
private conversation they spoke of Booker as a “roulette~ 
runner® and this, eventually, became known to Booker, wiio 
then considered hinself to have been grassly abused and 

_ was sreniend enbittered against Sophers. : 

“Purther it was learncd, thet Booker was very intimate 
with @ Mr. Judah, who used to regularly visit the Reotors 
Clubs Dut never played qerds thore, passing the time in 
conversations: with Bookers 3 
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About Judeh, it is 30 fer known, thet he lives in 
Avenue Joffre near Route Pichon. He is a nephew of late 
ire Ezra, whe was married to Sopher's sister. Tt is said, 
that owins to Judah's heaving mortgaged or somehow mishandled 
seme of the Lote tr. Earats property, there wes se grert a 
quarrel wetneen, née and the Sophers, that Sophers ecve up 
their house, which was next to that of Judah's and removed 
to their present adfress. Even now they don't recognize 
each other. 

It was olso seid th-t Judah is on very ood terms with 
tne persons who were expected to be the trustees of the 
Herdoon's legasy and who were unexpectedly sup lanted by 
the Sopherse, & 
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